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are first among the consonants, not first among the vowels (better,
we should say, not first in the whole list). Of this style of inter-
pretation, which forces a special significance into very innocent
variations of phraseology, we shall meet with other and more
striking examples farther on.

Rule xiv.27 is given as instance of the employment of the tech-
nical term here defined
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8. The next four are semivowels.

The four semivowels are y, r, I, v. - The rule cited by the com-
mentary in illustration of the use of the term " semivowel " (anta-
sthd, i, e. antah-sthd, * standing between, intermediate [between
consonant and vowel]:' see note to Ath. Pr. i.30) is one (v.2S)
prescribing the treatment of final m before an initial semivowel.
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9. The next six are spirants.

Namely, the three sibilants, p, sh9 and $, thejihvum'&ffiycr, z, the
up<(dhmdntya9 <jr, and the aspiration, A. As regards- the sounds to
which the name ftishman, 'flatus,5 shall be given, the phonetic
treatises are greatly at variance. The Yaj. Pr. (viii.22) limits the
class to the sibilant's and h; the Ath. Pr. (see note to i.31) appar-
ently acids the guttural and labial spirants and the more indistinct
visttrjunlya ; the Kik Pr. (i.2), these and the anusvdra. We have
an equal right to be surprised at the inclusion of this last in the
class, and at the exclusion from it, by our treatise, of the visar-
juritya.

To instance the employment of" spirant/' the comment cites the
rule (xiv.16) forbidding the duplication of a spirant before a voweL
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10. Of the mutes, the successive fives are the series.
The commentary paraphrases : " among the mutes, five and five
sounds, in their order, have the designation 'series;5 they begin
respectively with k, c, t, t9p9 and end with n, n, n, n, m? Tliis
8.  spurpebhyah pare catvdro varnd antasthdsathjnd bhavanti.
tamjftdydh prayojanam : lanta$thdpara$ ca savarnam anvr
ndsikam (v.2 8) ity ddi.
1 A lacuna, in W., extending to the word prayojanam in the commentary to the
nest rule.
9.  tmtasthdbhyah pare shad varnd ilshmasamjnd  bhavanti.
samjfidydh prayojanam : tishmd svaraparah (xiv.16) ity ddi.